PATIEXT  GRISELDA *                   jgg

Griselda in particular highly commended both her
and her brother. The marquis now thinking that
he had seen enough in regard to his wife's pa-
tience, and perceiving that in all her trials slie
was still the same, being persuaded likewise that
this proceeded from no want of understanding
in her, because he knew her to be singularly
prudent, he thought it time to take her frcm
that anguish which he supposed she might conceal
under her firm and constant deportment. So,
making i^er come before all the company, he said,
with a smile, "What thinkest thou, Griselda, of
my bride?" "My lord/' she replied, "I like her
extremely well; and if she be as prudent as she
is fair, you may be the happiest man in the world
with her: but I most humbly beg you would not
take those heart-breaking measures with this lady
as you did with your last wife; because she is
young, and has been tenderly educated, whereas
the other was inured to hardships from a child."
Gualtieri perceiving, that though Griselda
thought that person was to be his wife, that she
nevertheless answered him with great humility
and sweetness of temper, he made her sit down
by him, and said, "Griselda, it is now time for
you to reap the fruit of your long patience, and
that they who have reputed me to be cruel, un-
just, and a monster in nature, may know that
what I have done has been all along with a view
to teach you how to behave as a wife; to shew